
International Charters and Conventions and National 
Legislative and policy frameworks within which Built Heritage 
is managed in Northern Ireland. 
 
 
1. International Council on Monuments and Sites (ICOMOS) 
 

 
The ICOMOS Charter for the Conservation and Restoration of 
Monuments and Sites (Venice) 1964 
 
The ICOMOS Charter on Historic Gardens (Florence) 1981 
 
The ICOMOS Charter for the Conservation of Historic Towns and 
Urban Areas (Washington) 1987 
 
The ICOMOS Charter for the Protection and Management of the 
Archaeological Heritage (Lausanne) 1990 
 
The New Zealand ICOMOS Charter for the Conservation of Places 
of Cultural Heritage Value 1992 
 
The ICOMOS Guidelines on Education and Training in the 
Conservation and Training in the Conservation of Monuments, 
Ensembles and Sites (Colombo) 1993 
 
The ICOMOS Document (Nara, Jap) on Authenticity 1994 
 
The ICOMOS Principles for Recording of Monuments, Groups of 
Buildings and Sites (Sofia) 1996 
 
The ICOMOS Charter on the Protection and management of the 
Underwater Cultural Heritage (Sofia) 1996 
 
The Australia ICOMOS Burra Charter 1999 (The Burra Charter) for 
the Conservation of Places of Cultural Significance 
 
The ICOMOS Charter on Cultural Tourism (Mexico) 1999 
 
The ICOMOS Charter on the Built Vernacular Heritage (Mexico) 
1999 
 
The ICOMOS Charter on Principles for Analysis, Conservation  



and Structural Restoration of Architectural Heritage (Victoria Falls) 
2003 
 
 
The ICOMOS Declaration Marking the 50th Anniversary of the 
Universal Declaration of Human Rights (Stockholm) 1998 
 
 
2. Council of Europe   
 
European Cultural Convention (Paris) 1954 
 
European Convention on the Protection of the Architectural 
Heritage (London) 1969 
 
Convention for the Protection of the Architectural Heritage of 
Europe (Granada 1985) 
 
European Convention on the Protection of the Archaeological 
Heritage (revised) (Valetta 1992) 
 
European Landscape Convention (Florence) 2000 
 
European Framework Convention on the Value of Cultural 
Heritage for Society (Faro) 2005  
 
Select list of Council of Europe Recommendations; 
 
Recommendation No R(95)9 on the Integrated Conservation of 
cultural landscape areas as part of landscape policies  11 Sept 
1995 
 
Recommendation No R (95)3 on co-ordinating documentation 
methods and systems related to historic buildings and 
monuments of the architectural heritage 1995 
 
Recommendation No R (91) 6 on measures likely to promote 
the funding of the conservation of the architectural heritage 
1991 
 
Recommendation No R (90) 20 on the protection and 
conservation of the industrial technical and civil engineering 
heritage in Europe 1990 



 
Recommendation No R (89) 6 on the protection and 
enhancement of the rural architectural heritage 
 
Recommendation No R (89) 5 concerning the protection and 
enhancement of the architectural heritage in the context of town 
and country planning operations  
 
 
3. European Union  
 

Regulations 
 

EU Regulations enter into force in all countries 
simultaneously as distinct from Directives which require the 
drafting of local legislation. 

 
Council Regulation (EC) No 1782/2003 
Establishing common rules for direct support schemes under the 
Common Agricultural Policy and establishing certain support 
schemes for farmers. 
 
Commission Regulation (EC) No 796/2004 
Detailed rules for the implementation of cross-compliance, 
modulation and the integrated administration and control system 
for Reg 1782/2003 (above). 
 
Council Regulation (EC) 1698/2005 (Rural Development 
Regulation) 
On support for Rural Development by the European Agricultural 
Fund for Rural Development (EAFRD). Replaces  1257/99 from 1st 
Jan 2007. 
  
     Directives 
 
European Strategic Environmental Directive 2001/42/EC 
 
 
4. Northern Ireland Legislation and Policy 
 
The Planning (Northern Ireland) Order 1991  
The Historic Monuments and Archaeological Objects (NI) Order 
1995  



 
 
Planning (Environmental Impact Assessment) Regulations 
(Northern Ireland) 1999 
 
 
The Strategic Planning (Northern Ireland) Order 1999 
 
Planning Policy Statements 1 to 15 with particular ref to Planning 
Policy Statement 6 (PPS6) 1999 
 
The Environmental Assessment of Plans and Programmes 
Regulations (NI) 2004 legislation (implementation of EU Directive)  
 
Shaping our Future – The Regional Development Strategy for 
Northern Ireland 2025 
 
Service Level Agreement between EHS and Planning Service 
 
EHS Strategic Plan, Corporate Plan and Built Heritage Operational 
Plans 
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