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Introduction  

One of archaeologyôs core functions is the generation of public knowledge of our 

past and all practitioners are well aware that providing for this through publication is 

one of the key challenges that faces us at this moment. There has undoubtedly been 

a huge amount of positive work carried out in Ireland over the past fifteen years and 

the profession has been transformed beyond recognition from where it was prior to 

the Celtic Tiger. But I thought I would focus on my own experience of grappling with 

the issue of generating public knowledge through archaeological publication, mainly 

from the perspective of my recent work on the INSTAR Kilkenny Archaeological 

Project but also from a number of other angles.   

 

There are three key questions that I will deal with: 

 

1. Firstly, do we actually really understand the depth of the publication crisis we 

are currently in?  

 

2. Secondly, do we fully understand what has caused the problem? 

 

3. And finally will the proposed new legislation to consolidate, revise and extend 

the National Monuments Acts ensure that the publication crisis will be dealt 

with effectively and will it ensure this never recurs again? 
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What is the extent  of the publication crisis?  

The big problem in this regard is that we have no up to date nationwide statistics on 

where we stand at present viz a vis publication, which is not surprising given the 

flood of compliance-related archaeological investigations that have been carried out 

throughout Ireland. 

 

We are still at the stage where we are lacking even the most basic information on 

  

 How many archaeological investigations have taken place in Ireland? 

 

 How many of these are actually worth publishing? 

 

 How many sites are at the stage of post-excavation where they could be 

published? 

 

We do have some scattered data from a number of sources though it has to be said 

its scope and quality varies greatly:  

 

 The 2002 Unpublished Excavations report by Ian W. Doyle, David Jennings, 

and Jackie MacDermott assessed sites that were excavated between 1930-

1997 and came to the conclusion that there were just 81 sites of national 

significance that required publication.  

 

 The 2006 Foresight 2020 report estimated there were 3,000-4,000 

unpublished excavation reports for Ireland as a whole, and that it was óunlikely 

that many of these will ever be publishedô. Figures werenôt put on the amount 

that would actually be worth publishing however. 

 

 Most recently there has been the monumental EMAP project ï 402 

ósignificantô Early Medieval sites excavated between 1930-2004, of which 

about 50 or so have been órelatively wellô published.  

 



In the urban context Waterford, Dublin, Galway and Cork have been all well served 

with publications though outside of these centres the picture is much bleaker.  

 

We have figures from a number of heritage council unpublished excavation 

assessments: 

 At Drogheda between 1968-2003 118 licenced excavations took place, about 

which there have been 5 substantive publications. 

 

 At Limerick there have been 135 excavations between 1978-2003, 

approximately 8 publications have been issued. 
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